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CHAPTER VI.

NATIVE   LIFE   IN   INDIA.

THERE are some people who seem to think that in
writing about social life in India, the first place should
be given to a consideration of the natives of the land.
But we say it with sorrow, though without shame, that
we can only add our testimony to that of many of the
best friends of India, that the more an Englishman
sees of India, the less competent he feels to write
about the natives of the country. They are a good and
loveable people, towards whom our hearts go forth only
too readily, but we never seem to come to a true and
thorough knowledge of them. The substance eludes
our grasp, and we find ourselves contemplating an
imaginary shadow. Possibly the day may come
when some traveller like Miss Bird, who has given
us such graphic accounts of the people of Japan and
the Sandwich islands, may find her way to Bengal,
and succeed in penetrating the veil of mystery.
But up to the present time we know of no English